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The initial four chapters of Terrorism and Homeland Security point out that the understanding of terrorism is not a clear-cut notion since it is very dynamic due to the social, political, and historical background. As expounded in Chapter 1, terrorism is a pejorative term that is socially constructed with no universally accepted definition of the term. Its definition has changed with time, and it began in the French Revolution and changed to the description of government repression, to violence by non-state actors. Researchers emphasize that terrorism is commonly used against civilians (politically), but its meaning can be different depending on the point of view and cultural and political issues. This disagreement makes it difficult to make policy and collaborate internationally.
The second chapter is about applied criminology and radicalization. Radicalization has been defined as the state in which one adopts an extremist ideology, most commonly fueled by alienation or injustice. The chapter singles out three forms of terrorism: lone actors, small groups and large organizations and states that the issue of lone-wolf attacks is increasingly of concern. The awareness of these forms assists in effective response to various threats by law enforcement and security agencies, as strategies are customized to the specific threat.
Chapter 3 focuses on terrorist financing with an emphasis on the fact that financial networks play a crucial role in support of operations. In contrast to conventional criminal organizations, terrorist financing tends to be more of a mix of both legal and illegal ones, such as donations, charities, and illegal operations. Monitoring financial transactions can be viewed as an essential intelligence source that enables law enforcers to interfere in the operations and prevent attacks. Combining national and international efforts is needed to counter financing because of the international nature of these networks.

In Chapter 4, the authors discuss how terrorism is linked to the media. Media exposure is essential in propagating fear and messaging in terrorism. This power has been heightened by modern online media, whereby groups can circumvent the traditional media in direct contact with people across the globe. The media is also instrumental in creating perceptions in the minds of the people in some cases, causing debates of prejudice and censorship. These chapters collectively emphasize the fact that terrorism is a complex phenomenon that cuts across the societal, security, and communication systems.
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