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Article Being Analyzed:
Is College Still Worth It? Many Americans Say No; Americans are losing faith in higher education amid high tuition, uncertain payoff and culture wars on campus.
Author’s Purpose and Context:
In this article, Khaleda Rahman examines the growing cynicism among Americans about the worth of higher education. She explores this change through a combination of personal stories and survey statistics, aiming to explain why many individuals no longer view a college degree as a reliable investment. The article is written through a larger national context of student debt, escalating tuition, and recurring arguments regarding the financial value of college education. Rahman aims to inform the reader about this cultural and economic change and explain what makes people lose their trust in higher education.
Intended Audience:
The article is aimed at a general news audience with references to parents, future college students, and working-class citizens directly affected by the cost of higher education. It also appeals to readers who are currently evaluating whether college is worth the financial burden. This target group probably consists of people who are worried about student debt but uncertain about the long-term value of getting a degree.
Thesis of the Rhetorical Analysis:
Rahman effectively strengthens her argument through the integration of personal narratives, credible survey data, and emotional appeals; however, her heavy reliance on skeptical perspectives creates a somewhat one-sided presentation that leans toward discouraging higher education rather than offering a fully balanced analysis.
Ethos (Credibility):
Rahman uses the credibility of the referenced sources, including surveys conducted by Gallup resources and reports of the Education Advisory Board (EAB). These establishments offer authoritative information that supports her arguments on waning confidence in higher education. She also uses named individuals, including the 23-year-old Jordan Reconnu and her mother Jacque Abron, which adds to the credibility of her reporting and makes her ethical appeal with real-world testimony as strong.
Logos (Logic/Evidence):
The article relies on clear statistical evidence to explain its claims. A survey by Gallup indicated that only 36% of Americans now have strong confidence in higher education, compared to 57% a decade ago. Rahman also provides factors that lead to such a fall, with 37 percent of people maintaining that colleges do not equip students with relevant skills, and 23 percent of people claim that higher costs and student debt are significant issues. These statistics provide logical support and show that there is a definite change in the general opinion.
Pathos (Emotion):
Rahman employs emotional appeal by opening with the personal account of a young woman, Jordan Reconnu, who dropped out of college after one semester due to frustration with the content covered in school and financial issues. The fact that her mother had large student debts also adds to the emotional appeal, making the financial burden of higher education seem close and familiar to readers.
Overall Effectiveness:
By merging national biography with hard facts, Rahman manages to introduce a prominent change in the approach toward higher education within the culture. Although this perspective makes this article interesting and convincing, the article lacks different opinions to support the worth of college; it is not objective. Consequently, the article seems more of a skeptical reflection than a journalistic analysis of balance.
