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Understanding the Intersections of Gender, Race, and Class
My interest in SOC3320, Gender, Race, and Class, is based on the need to sharpen a sociological lens to understand how identities are produced, recognized, and valued in unequal structures. As Newman (2025) notes in Identities and Inequalities: Exploring the Intersections of Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality, race, class, gender, and sexuality are not just personal identities but rather are socialized systems that organize interactions and institutional performances. To this effect, this course will help me tie theories of stratification with patterns in schools, workplaces, families, and the media.
Furthermore, gender, race, and class are important to learn about because all these axes of difference shape life chances, including access to education, employment, health care, safety, and political representation. Specifically, the intersectional approach demonstrates that advantages and disadvantages are multiplied by intersecting identities and circumstances. In its turn, research on these issues helps to think critically about such notions as normality, privilege, and cultural capital, as well as to understand how stereotypes, prejudice, and discrimination become embedded into policies and practices. More to the point, such knowledge enhances civic and professional competence as people are more able to engage in a discussion about equity and inclusion.
Lastly, the most interesting chapter to me is Chapter 7, Inequalities in Law and Justice, because it explores how power works through the definition and enforcement of law, translating social positions into unequal exposure to surveillance, punishments, and security. The emphasis on the process of racial profiling, class and crime, imprisonment, and gendered justice is strong, as these processes expose how the state has the potential to reproduce inequality despite the state's exerting a pretense of being neutral. Additionally, topics such as sexual harassment, gender and violence, and the “laws of intimacy” connect macro-level institutions to intimate life, showing how legal frameworks regulate bodies and relationships. In the end, this chapter is likely to combine theory with immediate issues on rights and accountability in modern public discourse.
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