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News Reflection: Federal Reserve Holds Interest Rates, Powell's Era Ends  
Summary
a divided Federal Reserve kept interest rates unchanged for the third consecutive meeting, holding the benchmark lending rate in a range of 3.5–3.75%. The key stakeholders include the Federal Reserve itself, outgoing Chair Jerome Powell, and incoming Chair nominee Kevin Warsh (Cox). The policymakers are struggling with the challenge between persistent inflation and a softening of the labor market, in addition to the looming leadership change of the central bank.  Powell acknowledged that he will step down as chairperson at the expiry of his term on May 15 but will sit on the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve. Another significant stakeholder is the broader populace, consumers, workers, and students alike, since interest rate choices would determine all the way down to credit card debt and student loans.
ENG IV Connection: Tone and Rhetorical Appeals
The reporting of this story is based on a strategic combination of logos (logical appeal) and pathos (emotional appeal). To build credibility and analytical complexity, news outlets include technical-language interest rate ranges, FOMC committee votes, and Treasury yields. At the same time, the emotional aspect is evident in the portrayal of Powell’s departure. His parting words, "Thank you very much, everyone, I won’t see you next time", are widely quoted and help give a somber and contemplative tone.  Moreover, it builds a feeling of institutional anxiety through the Federal Reserve's independence being boxed in ways that make it appear to be under threat, reinforced by Powell's insistence that officials must ignore the consideration of politics entirely. In general, the tone is rather cautious and serious because this encapsulation indicates that economic uncertainty may not dissipate soon.
Personal Impact: What This Means for a Senior Entering the Real World
This story resonates well with me, being a high school senior who is about to enter the adult world. As inflation remains well above the 2% limit set by the Fed because of tariffs and skyrocketing energy prices, it would be reasonable to believe that everyday costs, such as groceries, gas, and rent, will remain high as I prepare to live on my own for the first time in my life. With high interest rates, any car loan I take, credit card I open, or student loan I rely on will cost me much more to pay back. The fact that approximately 63% of Americans do not approve of the current state in which the economy is being managed tells me that the current levels of financial stress I am experiencing are not only in my own imagination, but that it is, actually, real. I am on the verge of signing leases, managing a budget, and competing in a job market defined by decisions made in rooms I have never been in. This story is a wake-up call for me: I cannot afford to ignore economics anymore, because economics clearly is not ignoring me.
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