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Divine Covenant: A Interpretation of the Kebra Nagast
The Kebra Nagast or The Glory of the Kings is the epic of Ethiopian national and religious identity. It is not just a compilation of legends but it also serves as a constitutional and sacred text upon which the legitimacy of the Solomonic dynasty is anchored. The myth makes Ethiopia a New Zion instead of a geographic location by tracing the lineage of Ethiopian kings and queens back to the marriage between King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. A functionalist perspective would reveal how the archetypes of the Wise King and the Seeking Queen would create a paradigm of divine kingship, moral governance, and a special national covenant that has been able to keep the Ethiopian culture alive over the centuries.
Summary of the Myth
The main story of the Kebra Nagast is the account of the journey of Queen Makeda, the ruler of Ethiopia, who goes to Jerusalem after hearing about the unparalleled wisdom of King Solomon. Makeda is greatly impressed by the intelligence of Solomon and his dedication to God of Israel. Prior to her departure, Solomon employs an ingenious trick of a spicy meal to make sure Makeda violates an oath which makes them physically joined. Makeda goes back to Ethiopia and gives birth to a son, Menelik I.
Menelik, as a young man, goes to Jerusalem to see his father. Solomon accepts him and gives him the throne of Israel, but Menelik decides to go back to the kingdom of his mother. When he goes, the oldest sons of the nobles of Solomon accompany him, secretly carrying the Ark of the Covenant with them, thinking that it is the will of God that the Ark be in Ethiopia. The myth ends with the institution of Solomonic line in Ethiopia, which asserts that the divine presence and the right to rule has been transferred to the Ethiopian people (Budge 38-42).
Cultural Context
The Kebra Nagast took its final written form in the 14th century, a time when much political upheaval was occurring in the Horn of Africa. It was the period of the so-called Solomonic Restoration, when the dynasty of Zagwe was overthrown by Yekino Amlak, who attempted to justify his rule by his alleged direct descent to King Solomon. The myth is strongly embedded within the context of the Aksumite Empire that had turned into Christianity in the 4 th century.
With its geographical location, Ethiopia being a Christian highland with a variety of religious influences forced the country to have a strong, unifying narrative. The historical aspects to consider are the necessity of a charter myth that could unite different ethnic groups under one, divinely appointed monarch (Munro-Hay 64). As such, the myth is not merely an origin myth; but rather a political tool that fuses the Judeo-Christian theology with the African sovereign traditions.
Archetypes and Nonmaterial Culture
The Kebra Nagast is full of archetypes to support Ethiopian nonmaterial culture, especially in the gender roles and social hierarchy. Queen Makeda is an archetype of Hero/Seeker archetype. In contrast to many other ancient mythologies, in which the female characters are passive, Makeda is depicted as an intellectually ambitious ruler, who appreciates wisdom more than gold. This is a part of the Ethiopian cultural value that honors female agency and leadership as reflected in the historical prominence of the Candace (queen mothers).

King Solomon is an archetype of the Wise King/Mentor. He is to give the seed of the divine wisdom, the legalistic structure of the state. This archetype in Ethiopian culture justifies the idea of the divine kingship where the king is not just a political figure but a divine one appointed by god. The interplay of these two archetypes creates Menelik I, the Divine Heir that is the result of the combination of wisdom and power. These archetypes determine the "norms" of the Solomonic ideology, in which the legitimacy of the ruler is associated with his or her genealogy and his or her adherence to the upholding of the Christian faith (Pankhurst 32).
Meaning Analysis: Functionalist
The Kebra Nagast is a primary source of social glue in the Ethiopian society using the functionalist approach by Emile Durkheim. Durkheim posited that myths form a collective conscience, by establishing common sacred truths that bind a community together. In Ethiopian case, the myth about the relocation of the Ark of the Covenant to Aksum is playing a crucial socio-political role: it gives the feeling of being elected by God.
The myth has a proto-scientific and moral lesson about the so-called translatio imperii, or the transfer of the rule. It indicates that the favour of God is not fixed but it trails the morally upright. The myth has a certain political and social implication when the Ark is transported to Ethiopia: Ethiopia is the next rightful inheritor of the biblical Covenant. This ideology influenced the Ethiopian legal code, the Fetha Nagast, and ensured that the monarchy continued to be the key support of social stability over almost 700 years (Kaplan 21).
Moreover, the myth deals with the economic and social system of that period. It confirms the historical significance of the trade routes and trading activities between Makeda and Solomon as well as the connections of Ethiopia with the rest of the Mediterranean and Red Sea worlds. The myth does not explain the past only; it justifies the hierarchical order of the present, so that the peasantry, the clergy and the nobility all share a single identity as the people of the Ark (Brooks 115).
Conclusion
The creation epic of the Kebra Nagast is much more than an account of ancient royalty; it is the pulse of Ethiopian civilization. Adding the overview of the union of Makeda and Solomon with the examination of the cultural context of the latter in the 14 th century, we observe a myth that is meant to justify power and instill national pride. The story inculcates wisdom and divine power in the nonmaterial culture of the country through the archetypes of the Seeker and the Wise King. Through a functionalist lens, the myth is uncovered as being a needed social architecture that gave Ethiopia a strong identity that it could hold onto even in the face of centuries of foreign influence.
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