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Career Exploration: Reflection Write-Up
The personality test was completed, after which I was diagnosed as both a conscientious and an analytical personality type. Considering these outcomes, I believe that these are a true depiction of my personality. I do appreciate logical thinking, order, structure, and rationality, and I have a tendency to analyze situations down to the minutest details. Type Description wise, I am very disciplined and systematic, and feel more comfortable working within definite systems that are concrete and exact rather than vague or flexible systems. Regarding Career Choices, the assessment recommended the following path that is both in information technology and cybersecurity, which, in turn, is very close to my own interests and objectives. The Learning Style part identified me as a hands-on learner, which I completely agree with since I am much better at learning when I can apply the stuff in a practical situation as opposed to reading about it. On the Communication Skills, I am very direct and task-oriented, but I am aware that real world situation compels me to change my communication style to suit different people and situations. Lastly, under Behavior Under Stress, the report has indicated that I am more inclined to withdraw and may be obsessive, which I can say is actually a part of me as I continue to grow as an individual and as a professional.
The analysis of the skills supported the results of the personality test. My scores revealed that I am a strong problem-solver, good at time management, decision-making, and conflict management. These results did not come as a surprise to me: I had already guessed that I am best suited to those types of jobs that demand the ability to think in a structured way and to carefully evaluate the risks. Combined, both tests have helped me realize that the best type of career I would pursue would be based on analysis, structured systems, and risk management, which could be a position in cybersecurity or governance, risk, and compliance (GRC). This was a significant learning experience since it taught me that selecting a career path should be more than just about interest or pay, but also about how well one fits in a particular career path. The two tests combined provided me with a better and more assured sense of direction as I entered the realm of exploring the Occupational Outlook Handbook.
To complete the Occupational Outlook Handbook Matrix worksheet, I selected four careers that reflected my personality test results and my abilities assessment: Information Security Analyst, Compliance Officer, Network and Computer Systems Administrator, and Risk Management Specialist. I have chosen these careers as they all involve structured work environments, analytical work, and some sort of risk or systems management, which are all close to my profile. The OOH provided me with an insight into the careers that I had not given much thought to before, especially the role of Risk Management Specialist and Compliance Officer. The OOH helped me realize that there is an ecosystem of broader career opportunities in the GRC space that taps into my strengths and could provide meaningful and well-compensated work.
The OOH is a resource that I will definitely keep using as I advance in college. It offers real, in-depth, and up-to-date information on job responsibilities, education needed, salary potential, and employment opportunities, all in one place. The most useful thing that I learned was that it allowed me to make comparisons between options, which is more objective than merely going by a feeling or by hearsay. Prior to this activity, I would have thought a four-year degree in computer science was the only key unlocking access to tech-related work, but the OOH made me realize that certifications and specific degrees can also open doors to the same extent in many cases. All this exploration, both in personality and skills testing and in the OOH matrix, provided me with a more grounded and realistic view of the direction I am headed and how to get there. I am better prepared and more conscious of the academic and career choices I will be making in the next few years.
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